photographed using a Gel-Doc 1000 system (Bio-Rad) as described earlier (4) .
The ERDD phenomenon was observed in 29 out of 164 (ϳ18%) of the isolates from seafood using NotI digestion (figures not shown). Among the representative strains (Table  1) , ERDD was observed irrespective of whether NotI or SfiI was used for digestion (figures not shown). Both clinical (tdh ϩ tlh ϩ ) and environmental (tdh Ϫ tlh ϩ ) strains ( Fig. 1) were susceptible. The effectiveness of thiourea in preventing smearing of NotI-digested V. parahaemolyticus DNA can be seen in Fig. 1 .
The use of formaldehyde before DNA isolation did not prevent ERDD in the selected strains, but addition of thiourea (50 M) to the running buffer resolved the problem without altering the macrorestriction profiles of the typeable strains ( Fig. 1 ). We recommend doing electrophoresis using the regular buffer (TBE) to detect the ERDD types of V. parahaemolyticus, which can then be run separately by using thiourea in the running buffer to obtain macrorestriction patterns. Using this protocol, the ERDD subtypes can be identified and their banding patterns revealed with minimum exposure, use, and disposal of the toxic compound thiourea. 
